ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS BC COURSE POLICIES

Instructor: ~ Mr. Christopher Yetman Room: J502

Phone: 696-5674 Email: cyetman@amphi.com

Blog hetp:/Iwww.cdoad.org/calc/ AIM: csyetman

Texts: Calculus: Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic, 3ed. (Finney, Demana, Waits, Kennedy)

Calculus, 2ed. (Hughes-Hallett, Gleeson, et al.)

Welcome to the wonderful world of Calculus. The next two semesters will be informative,
interesting and difficult. You will learn the mathematics that describes the fundamental workings of
the world. Here are a few guidelines to make the process easier.

Attendance and Tardiness: Since attendance is vital to ensure complete understanding of the
material, missing class and being late are highly discouraged. In this class there are no excused or
unexcused absences, only absences: there is no excused tardiness or unexcused tardiness, only
tardiness. Missing any part of class time for any reason will jeopardize your learning and
understanding of the concepts. If you need to miss class for unavoidable reasons, see the instructor
before the day of the absence. He will generally allow make-up work to be turned in as long as it is
done in a timely manner. If you are late for any reason, enter the classroom quietly and take your
seat. If either absenteeism or tardiness becomes chronic, the instructor and the student will meet to
remedy the situation. The instructor has final say on all decisions about missed work.

Grades: The grade for this class will be determined using the following system for each semester:

Exams: 30%
Final Exam: 20%
Quizzes, Miscellaneous Assignments: 10%
Problem Sets and Projects: 40%

Please note that this in NOT a traditional point system. The key to maintaining a good grade is to
keep your percentage as high as possible in each category.

The final grade shall be determined using the traditional scale:

97.5-100% — A+ 77.5-79.5% = C+
92.5-975% = A 72.5-775% = C
89.5-92.5% - A- 69.5-725% — C-
87.5-89.5% = B+ 67.5-695% = D+
82.5-87.5% = B 62.5-675% = D
79.5-82.5% -— B- 59.5-62.5% - D-
below 59.5% = F

Exams: There will be 3 midterm exams and a final exam during each semester. For the fall
semester, the exam dates will be: Sep. 11, Oct. 23, and Nov. 25. (These dates may change, but not
by more than 1 week.) Each exam will be 90 minutes long and consist of a calculator-free multiple
choice section and a calculator-active free response section. Each exam will be worth 10 percent of
your final grade. The exams will cover information given in the daily notes, the assigned readings,
the daily homework assignments and the problem sets. The instructor will not allow students to
make up a missed exam unless a valid excuse is presented. Students who have valid excuses will be
expected to complete the make-up exam within one week of the original test date, or no credit will
be awarded. The final exam will take place on Dec. 16 and will be cumulative, worth 20 percent of
your overall grade.



Homework: Because practice is necessary to master any activity, including Calculus, I will assign
homework daily. In most cases, this homework will not be collected.  There will also be
worksheets, usually given as part of an in-class activity, which may be collected. I expect you to
spend between 30 and 60 minutes each day on homework (outside the classroom).

Quizzes: In addition to the daily homework, there will be quizzes nearly every period. There will
be two types of quizzes: lightning quizzes and free response quizzes. Lightning quizzes will last
exactly 60 seconds and will be graded in class. Free response quizzes will last 15 minutes and will be
graded by the instructor. Your scores on all the quizzes will be curved and will be worth 10 percent
of your final grade. Please note that these quizzes cannot be made up, but instead the scaled
(uncurved) grade from the next exam will replace any scores missing due to ecxused absence.

Problem Sets: Roughly every two weeks I will assign a problem set. Each of these will include 5 —
10 problems, both from the texts, and from other sources, including problems from old AP tests.
These problem sets will be collected and graded carefully and will comprise 40% of your overall
grade. Please note that they are due at the beginning of the period. Late papers will be accepted,
but with a ten percent penalty per day of lateness, up to the fifth day, or whenever they are graded
and returned, whichever comes first. I strongly suggest that each of you take the time to do a very
good job on these problem sets. I also encourage you to work with a friend or in groups. However,
work that is obviously copied will receive no credit.

Calculators: A graphing calculator is required for this course. I strongly suggest use of the Texas
Instruments graphing series, especially the TI-84 or TI-89. However, other calculators are
acceptable as long as they can graph more than one function at a time, can find roots and perform
numerical differentiation and integration. Any calculator with a QWERTY keyboard is not
allowed.

Tutoring: This can be a difficult class. Some of you may want to take advantage of instruction
outside of the classroom. Several options are available:

e [ will usually be available during 1% and 6™ periods.

e I will always be available during the after-school tutoring period (2:29 — 3:05 PM, Tuesday —
Thursday).

e Free tutoring will be available Monday through Thursday from 3:30 — 5:30 PM at the CDO
library. I will tutor at the library on Wednesday.

e I can recommend good private tutors with reasonable rates.

The Advanced Placement Test: The Calculus BC Advanced Placement test will be given
Wednesday morning, May 5, 2010. The cost of the test will be about $80. A student who earns a
score of 3 or higher will typically get 6 units of college credit and be allowed to place into Calculus
III at most colleges and universities. Please note that each college and university has a different
policy. Starting around April 1 we will have daily review sessions. Students earning a grade of A or B
during the second semester and who attend at least 20 review sessions will be exempt from taking
the spring semester final exam.

The instructor reserves the right to alter these policies at any time and for any reason.



